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SUMMARY
Bird censuses were carried out in lowlands in Niigata Prefecture from January to December 1977. The study area ranges from 50 to 250 m in altitude and its vegetation consists of broad-leaved deciduous forests, coniferous plantations, grasslands, and paddy-fields. The area is covered with heavy snow in January and February.
A total of 70 species of birds was observed during the study period. The number of species was high in April and November, whereas the number of individuals was high in spring and early summer. Species diversity had high values in winter and spring.
Tits were dominant species in winter. On the other hand, buntings, especially Emberiza cioides, were dominant from spring to autumn.
Similarity between bird communities in successive two months was relatively low in spring and autumn. This indicates that a remarkable displacement in the composition of bird community occurs in both seasons.
